ADJUSTMENT OF STATUS

If you elect to file for adjustment of status, the following information/documentation is needed for you and all accompany family members (spouse/children):

1. Copy of birth certificate (from the Birth Registrar's office) for all family members. Be sure you have an original birth certificate in the event the USCIS asks for one.  Birth certificate must include your name, parents’ name, date and place of birth.  The short version of birth certificates are not acceptable.  In cases where no birth certificate is available, you will need a statement from your home country's government agency to the effect that a search of the records has been made and no evidence of birth can be located. The USCIS will then accept secondary evidence, such as affidavits, school records, etc. in lieu of the certificate.  Please contact us if you need additional information on this.  The following is a link to the State Department reciprocity chart which outlines how you could obtain your documents: 
http://travel.state.gov/visa/fees/fees_3272.html  
2. Copy of current marriage certificate (if applicable) and/or proof of termination of any previous marriage (if applicable).    If married, your wife/husband is eligible to apply for adjustment of status as your accompanying spouse.  If you are contemplating marriage in the near future please contact me to discuss the timing of the filing and options available to you (and your future spouse).

3. Six (6) photographs for each adult applicant which comply with USCIS specifications; four (4) for each child under 14 years of age.  Photo instructions may be found at:
http://travel.state.gov/pdf/Photo-Quality-Requirements.pdf

(Note: neutral (non-smiling) with both eyes open, and mouth closed. A smile with 
closed jaw is allowed but is not preferred).  

4.  Completed medical examination for each applicant.  You can download this 
form from the USCIS web site at: http://www.uscis.gov/i-693  
            The list of approved USCIS doctors can be found at:
https://egov.uscis.gov/crisgwi/go?action=offices.type&OfficeLocator.office_type=CIV.  Or you may also call the USCIS hotline for additional information:  1-800-375-5283.
· Effective May 3, 1997, applicants for residency status will also be required to provide the medical doctor with evidence of vaccinations for a variety of illnesses including mumps, measles, rubella, polio, tetanus, diphtheria toxoids, pertussis, influenza type B and hepatitis B, varicella, haemophilus influenza type B, pneumococcal and any other vaccine preventable disease which may be added to the list. We suggest you work on obtaining your vaccination records at this time; if the physician indicates that any applicant lacks the required vaccines, the applicant will NOT be medically cleared for approval of adjustment of status and will need to obtain these vaccinations. If it is not medically appropriate (medical decision) to receive the vaccinations a waiver is eligible and Form I-601 should be completed. There are no guidelines on this waiver at this time.
5.
Complete the Permanent Residency Questionnaire below for each applicant 
(including one for each family member except for minor children under the age of 
14). 
6.  Copies of all I-797 approval notices, EAD cards, Forms I-20, J-1 Forms (if 
applicable).
7.  Updated and legible copy of the pages of passport (including old passports).  
Please include ID* page and all pages with U.S. visas and U.S. entry stamps, and 
your current I-94 (front and back). 
*The USCIS is requesting that we submit COLOR copies, slightly enlarged from the original, of current photo identity documents (i.e. passport, driver’s license, or other type of photo ID, issued by a government agency, showing picture, name and date of birth.)  The identity document photocopy must clearly show the facial features of the applicant and the biographical information.  Therefore, please provide three color copies, slightly enlarged of the bio page of the passport for each family member. We will submit these copies with the applications.  

Please ensure that the copies you provide us are on standard 8.5 x 11 paper and that they are single-sided copies. Documents that are larger should be reduced to fit on standard paper.  Smaller documents such as passport and I-94s should be enlarged and centered.
**ALL DOCUMENTS SHOULD BE PROVIDED IN HARD COPY FORMAT**

PERMANENT RESIDENCY QUESTIONAIRE

Complete one for each applicant 
Please type your answers into the right column
	BIOGRAPHICAL DATA 


	Full name (underline  family name):


	

	Home telephone number:

	

	Work telephone number:

	

	Email address:

	

	Date of birth:

	

	City, State and Country of birth:

	

	Country of Nationality:


	

	I-94 card number (please also provide place of last entry): 


	

	Social security number (if any):

	

	Date and Place of Last Entry into the United States


	

	List full names, dates of birth, U.S. immigration status, Social Security 

Number and Address (if not living with you) for each of your children:


	

	Are you married, single, divorced or widowed:

If married, date and place of marriage:
	

	List your present and past membership in or affiliation with every political organization, association, fund, foundation, party, club, society, or similar group in the United States or in any other place since your 16th birthday. Include any foreign military service in this part. Include the name of organization, location, dates of membership from and to, and the nature of the organization.


	

	Has an immigrant visa petition (I-140 or I-130) ever been filed on your behalf? If yes please explain:

	

	Have you ever filed an application for permanent residency status (either adjustment of status or through the Consulate)? If yes please explain:

	

	Please answer the below questions “Yes” or “No”. If your answer is “Yes” please explain.  Answering “Yes” does not necessarily mean that you are not entitled to apply for permanent residency. 

	Have you ever, in or outside the U.S.:

a. Knowingly committed any crime of moral turpitude or a drug-related offense for which you have not been arrested?

b. Been arrested, cited charged, indicted, fined, or imprisoned for breaking or violating any law or ordinance, excluding traffic violations?

c. Been the beneficiary of a pardon, amnesty, rehabilitation decree, other act of clemency or similar action?
d. Exercised diplomatic immunity to avoid prosecution for a criminal offense in the U.S.?
	

	Have you received public assistance in the U.S. from any source, including the U.S. government or any state, country, city, or municipality (other than emergency medical treatment), or are you likely to receive public assistance in the future?


	

	Have you ever:

a. Within the past 10 years been a prostitute or procured anyone for prostitution, or intend to engage in such activities in the future?

b. Engaged in any unlawful commercialized vice, including, but not limited to, illegal gambling?

c. Knowingly encouraged, induced, assisted, abetted or aided any alien to try to enter the U.S. illegally? 

d. Illicitly trafficked in any controlled substance, or knowingly assisted, abetted or  

colluded in the illicit trafficking of any controlled substance?
	

	Have you ever engaged in, conspired to engage in, or do you intend to engage in, or have you ever solicited membership or funds for, or have you through any means ever assisted or provided any type of material support to, any person or organization that has been engaged or conspired to engage, in sabotage, kidnapping, political assassination, hijacking, or any other form of terrorist activity?

	

	Do you intend to engage in the U.S. in:

a. Espionage?

b. Any activity a purpose of which is opposition to, or the control or overthrow of, the Government of the United States, by force, violence or other unlawful means?

c. Any activity to violate or evade any law prohibiting the export from the

      United States of goods, technology or sensitive information?
	

	Have you ever been a member of, or in any way affiliated with, the Communist Party or any other totalitarian party?
	

	Did you, during the period March 23, 1933 to May 8, 1945, in association with either the Nazi Government of Germany or any organization or government associated or allied with the Nazi Government of Germany, ever order, incite, assist or otherwise participate in the persecution of any person because of race, religion, national origin or political opinion?


	

	Have you ever engaged in genocide, or otherwise ordered, incited, assisted or otherwise participated in the killing of any person because of race, religion, nationality, ethnic origin, or political opinion?
	

	Have you ever been deported from the U.S., or removed from the U.S. at government expense, excluded within the past year, or are now in exclusion or deportation proceedings?
	

	Are you under a final order of civil penalty for violating section 274C of the Immigration Act for use of fraudulent documents, or have you, by fraud or willful misrepresentation of a material fact, ever sought to procure, or procured, a visa, other documentation, entry into the U.S., or any other immigration benefit?
	

	Have you ever left the U.S. to avoid being drafted into the U.S. Armed Forces?
	

	Have you ever been a J nonimmigrant exchange visitor who was subject to the 2 year foreign residence requirement and not yet complied with that requirement or obtained a waiver?

	

	Are you now withholding custody of a U.S. Citizen child outside the U.S. from a person granted custody of the child?
      
	

	Do you plan to practice polygamy in the U.S.?
	

	Do you have any communicable diseases such as Tuberculosis, HIV etc?
	

	Have you EVER:

a.  Served in, been a member of, assisted in, or participated in any military unit, paramilitary unit, police unit, self-defense unit, vigilante unit, rebel group, guerrilla group, militia, or insurgent organization?

b.  Served in any prison, jail, prison camp, detention facility, labor camp, or any other situation that involved detaining persons?


	

	Have you EVER been a member of, assisted in, or participated in any group, unit, or organization of any kind in which you or other persons used any type of weapon against any person or threatened to do so?


	

	Have you EVER assisted or participated in selling or providing weapons to any person who to your knowledge used them against another person, or in transporting weapons to any person who to your knowledge used them against another person?


	

	Have you EVER received any type of military, paramilitary, or weapons training? 
	

	International Travel:  Do you have any international travel plans within the next 8 weeks?  Please note an AOS application can only be submitted to USCIS when one is physically in the U.S.  Additionally, you must have one of the following to return from an international trip:

Those in H or L status can travel with one of the following:

1. Valid passport;

2. Valid advance parole document;

3. Updated pay stub or current employment verification letter;
4. Note, H-1/L-1/H-4 individuals using their EAD card for employment with other than his/her H-1/L-1 employer must reenter the U.S. using advance parole.


OR

1. Valid passport;

2. Valid H-1B or H-4 or L-1/L-2 visa in passport (unless Canadian & visa exempt);

3. Copy of H-1B or H-4 or L-1/L-2 approval notice (current employer); and

4. Updated pay stub or current employment verification.

5. Note – only individuals working in H/L status with current employer who sponsored the H/L visa can return to the U.S. with the H/L visa.

** Please note you cannot enter the U.S. with an H-4 visa while an AOS is pending if you are working in the U.S. using the EAD card based on the AOS filing.

**Receipts may take 4-8 weeks to receive from filing date

**Advance parole takes about 3 months from filing date

** Please plan your international trips accordingly.


	


Questionaire Continued Below:

	Information on Father and Mother

	
	Last name 
	First
	Date of Birth
	Place of Birth

(City, Country)
	City, Country of residence

	Father
	
	
	
	
	

	Mother
	(Maiden):
	
	
	
	


	Former Husband or wife (if applicable)

	Last name (Maiden name if former wife)
	First name
	Date of birth
	Date & place of marriage
	Date & place of termination of marriage

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	


	Residence last five years
	FROM
	TO

	Address
	City
	Province/State
	Country
	Month
	Year
	Month
	Year

	
	
	
	
	
	
	Present

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


	Last address outside the U.S. that you lived at for more than one year
	FROM
	TO

	Address
	City
	Province/State
	Country
	Month
	Year
	Month
	Year

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


	Employment  last five years
	FROM
	TO

	Full name and address of employer
	
	

	
	Occupation
	Month
	Year
	Month 
	Year

	
	
	
	
	Present

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	


	List last occupation abroad if not listed above
	FROM
	TO

	Full name and address of employer
	Occupation
	Month
	Year
	Month 
	Year

	
	
	
	
	
	


